From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 17:54:31 1994
Message-Id: <9409141655.AA28778@mts-gw.pa.dec.com>
From: Nothing in moderation...! <brewer@anarky.enet.dec.com>
Subject: ===/ Mosley receiver /===


	ANyone know about the Mosley CM1 Rx? I noticed one for sale 
	and wonder if anyone had any experience with them. I am still
	in Mexico and dont have my "Moore" book here with me.

	73/john 
	wb5oau

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 14:22:44 1994
From: Anderson_Neal@lanmail.ncsc.navy.mil
Message-Id: <9409141410.AA10978@lanmail.NCSC.NAVY.MIL>
Subject: AN/URM-90

I bought an AN/URM-90 Resistance, Inductance, Capacitance Test Set (with  
manual & change 1) at the Melbourne 'Fest. Are any of you familiar with 
it? It was made in the '50s by Tech Laboratories, Inc, is serial 288 (or 
close to that). Uses a 6U5 Electron Ray Tube (magic eye) for AC and a 
galvanometer for DC. It's a gray metal box about 9" on a side. Seems to 
work OK for C and R, haven't checked L yet. Doesn't quite match my 
Wavetek DMM - I'm not certain which is closer to reality!

Magic Eye Tubes are COOL!

Neal  N4UYR


From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 17:20:59 1994
Message-Id: <9409141657.AA28895@mts-gw.pa.dec.com>
From: Nothing in moderation...! <brewer@anarky.enet.dec.com>
Subject: And... what is .....


	.... a fair price for a sw-3 with 3 coil sets?

	thanks/john

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 21:58:50 1994
From: rdkeys@csemail (R. D. Keys)
Message-Id: <9409142148.AA100313@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu>
Subject: Re: And... what is .....

> 
> 
> 	.... a fair price for a sw-3 with 3 coil sets?
> 
> 	thanks/john
> 

I have seen them go for anything from 50 dollars for a unit without
power supply and in modified configuration (later tube types replacing
the original types) to 65 dollars for a similar unit with power supply
to 300 dollars for a pristine one with power supply and all coils, looking
like it was new out of the box this morning.

Caveat, because the real collectors of these units know where most of
them in good shape are.  The rest are collection fills and the occasional
one that pops up from an estate sale.

If there are any modifications, at all, it would not bring over 100-125
dollars with power supply.  Quite often, the tubes were replaced with
later octals or the coupling network between the detector and the
audio were replaced with transformers or coupling chokes of various
ham junkbox sorts from the era (the 500 henry coupling networks have
a tendency to go bad in the internal windings of the coupling choke
section).

If there were no modifications, and the unit was in fine original shape
(not rebuilt or ``restored'') you might fetch as much as 200 dollars.

If all the papers, manuals, boxes, etc., were there and it was in
pristine shape, you could get as much as 300 dollars.

If you want to know more, contact any of the Antique Wireless Association
or Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club members, who can steer you more into
details, specifics of model variations, and going prices (the AWA bulletin
has going auction prices listed each year about December, from the previous
season's meet auction).

There are several of the AWA members that run these receivers regularly
in the yearly November 1929 style AWA QSO party.  Now, those fellas run
the real boatanchors!

Good Luck,
Bob
NA4G

**************************************************************************
*  73 TU SU SK DE NA4G             ``Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart.  *
**************************************************************************
*  Morse has been in the family for over 100 years.                      *
*  Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914.   *
**************************************************************************
*  May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key.  *
************************************************************************** 





From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 15:44:07 1994
Message-Id: <m0qkwSX-0002A7C@aupair.cs.athabascau.ca>
From: tech@cs.athabascau.ca (Richard Loken)
Subject: BA Folklore

I have a solid state anecdote.  

I joined my present employer 15 years ago as their one and only electronics
technician and my first job was to fix a terminal where the Computing Services
director had shorted the PC board across the 115V line.  It was an easy fix:
some IC's had burst open and let all the smoke out, some traces had totally
vapourized, and after that all I had to do was find the chips that died in
a more subtle manner and prevent it from making passionate love to the AC
line again.

My boss was VERY impressed, I was VERY amused since I could think of a solid
state repair that required less diagnosis, but hey, if it gets you in with the
boss that every thing is just great.

  Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS   : "...underneath those 
  Athabasca University				   : tuques we wear, our heads
  Athabasca, Alberta Canada			   : are naked!"
  ** tech@cs.athabascau.ca **                      :    - Aurthor Black

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 09:34:30 1994
From: JosephWP@aol.com
Message-Id: <9409140823.tn938704@aol.com>
Subject: Re: BA Folklore

>>
I used to buy Radio-Electronics
at the local drug store and reverently read and reread Jack Darr's
servicing column.
>>

Bob,

My, does that ring a familar cord with me - but something I had buried deeply
in my memory. That was the first thing that I turned to in Radio-Electronics.
I read and re-read his articles.

Joseph Pinner + 
Lafayette, LA 
KC5IJD 


From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 10:55:35 1994
From: dennis@irissun2.fp.trw.com (Dennis Gibbs)
Message-Id: <9409141338.AA29056@irissun2>
Subject: Re: BA Folklore

Greetings all,

>>I used to buy Radio-Electronics
>>at the local drug store and reverently read and reread Jack Darr's
>>servicing column.

>Bob,
>
>My, does that ring a familar cord with me - but something I had buried deeply
>in my memory. That was the first thing that I turned to in Radio-Electronics.
>I read and re-read his articles.
>
>Joseph Pinner + 

Yes!  I used to do this too!  As a matter of fact, I wrote him a couple of
times (This was perhaps 20 years ago), and he wrote back both times.  I
remember he helped me find a schematic for an old Dumont 302 dual channel
Oscilloscope.  It's really amusing to discover how many of these types of
things we all used to do!

Dennis Gibbs
dennis@irissun2.fp.trw.com




From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 12:14:15 1994
Message-Id: <9409141336.AA28907@wrdis01.robins.af.mil>
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil ( Larry CONTRACTOR Keith Mr.)
Subject: Re: BA Folklore

In your message of 14 Sep 1994 at 0907 EDT, you write:
> >>
> I used to buy Radio-Electronics
> at the local drug store and reverently read and reread Jack Darr's
> servicing column.
> >>
>
> Bob,
>
> My, does that ring a familar cord with me - but something I had buried deeply
> in my memory. That was the first thing that I turned to in Radio-Electronics.
> I read and re-read his articles.
>
> Joseph Pinner +

Yeah.. It rings a bell.. I even have a couple of his books stuffed
away.. Need to drag those out and read them again..


73,
Larry, KQ4BY

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 13:46:09 1994
Message-Id: <9409141336.AA28907@wrdis01.robins.af.mil>
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil ( Larry CONTRACTOR Keith Mr.)
Subject: Re: BA Folklore

In your message of 14 Sep 1994 at 0907 EDT, you write:
> >>
> I used to buy Radio-Electronics
> at the local drug store and reverently read and reread Jack Darr's
> servicing column.
> >>
>
> Bob,
>
> My, does that ring a familar cord with me - but something I had buried deeply
> in my memory. That was the first thing that I turned to in Radio-Electronics.
> I read and re-read his articles.
>
> Joseph Pinner +

Yeah.. It rings a bell.. I even have a couple of his books stuffed
away.. Need to drag those out and read them again..


73,
Larry, KQ4BY

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 22:04:54 1994
From: post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
Message-Id: <0098477F.C9A879A0.124@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu>
Subject: Re: BA Folklore


                   Ohio University Electronic Communication


   Date:  14-Sep-1994 05:27pm EST

     To:  Remote Addressee                     ( _MX%"boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu" )

   From:  Richard Post                               Dept:  Instructional Media Services
          POST                                     Tel No:  

Subject:  Re: BA Folklore


Ditto on missing the "well-calibrated eyeball" of Jack Darr (one of his 
favorite sayings meaning observe the symptoms and THINK about what could 
cause them).  I canceled my RE subscription after he ceased being service 
editor.  His tips of "scope the B+ for bad filtering when you get lots of 
weird symptoms" or "scope the bypass capacitors, you should see nothing at 
all if they are working" and a host of others were some of the best 
troubleshooting advice ever written.  Our university library has RE in 
bound volumes and over the years I have xeroxed many of Jack Darr's 
columns.  Definitely a candidate for BA Hall of Fame!

My own favorite part of the BA hobby is pitting "mind versus machine" in 
getting the equipment to work again.

73 de Rich KB8TAD     post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu




Received:  14-Sep-1994 05:37pm

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 15:32:22 1994
Message-Id: <9409141515.AA17713@wrdis01.robins.af.mil>
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil ( Larry CONTRACTOR Keith Mr.)
Subject: BC-348 Boogie

Finally got around to checking out and firing up the BC-348 that I
hauled back from Dalton.

After a quick check of the AC power supply that was added in the
dynomotor compartment, I attached a new power cord to the terminal
strip, plugged in the Heathkit mobile speaker (and added output
transformer), stood back and hit the power switch..  No sparks, no
smoke and no noise!  Then, I hooked up a hastily contrived 15'
antenna.  Now, I got noise..  I tuned to the local 160600 BC station
and music emanated scratchily from the speaker..  Tweaking the antenna
control increased the volume and jiggling the crystal in/out switch
finally got things to normal.  Oh, and turning on the BFO to
eliminate the hetrodyne taught me that not everyone understands which
way to reinstall a toggle switch.

A quick check through the bands found WWV at 5, 10, and 15 mc just
like I remembered.  Returning to the 1.5 mc range, I tuned in the BC
station again and started cleaning.  The dial bezel came off and
cleaned up OK.. The cabinet does have a coat of new paint under all
that dirt.  Not a good coat, but it will do.  Suddenly, the country
music stops! I leap for the dial and find a Cincinnati, Ohio, station
at 1530 playing oldies.. Whew!  I had forgotten that the local 1600 kc
station signs off at sunset.

Returning to my cleaning, I find that the front panel was evidently
painted with a very lumpy brush. Fortunately, the Picasso of panel
painters did not paint over the markings.  And, I would have be
happier to see the main tuning knob and the AVC, OFF, MVC knob left
alone.

Now, I must confess that I bought the 348 with the intention of
reselling it to KR1S.  Jim is a sucker for BC-348's..  But, I think
this one has found a place in my shack.  Looks like all that I have to
do is install a reasonably safe power connector and replace that Heath
speaker with something a little more consistent with the radio
appearance.  Then, it goes over to the operating position to join the
Drakes and the SP-600.  Wonder what it will do when I hook it to a
real antenna?

So, I guess I am in the market for a main tuning knob and AVC-OFF-MVC
switch control that have not been painted.. I don't care if they are
worn since I do not intend to do any cosmetic restoration at this
point..  Just as long as they have not been dipped in black gloss
enamel..

73,

Larry, KQ4BY
lakeith@robins.af.mil

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 22:16:38 1994
Message-Id: <9409142336.AA12328@geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu>
From: "MELUCAS, MARC P." <MELUCAS@wsmc-mis.af.mil>
Subject: Chassis Cleaning


Hello Everybody-

	Kevin's question about cleaning a dirty/dusty/rusty chassis reminded
me of almost exactly the same problem I have with a rack mount NC-183D.  The
chassis on this 'anchor is basically clean, but has one ugly rust spot on a
back corner.  I hereby second Kevin's request for cleaning/rust removing
techniques.  It would be great to know what has worked for folks who have
encountered this before.
	The problem that I specifically have is that the metal under the rust
seems to be permanently discolored; when I removed the rust, a black spot
seems to always come back.  Any comments or suggestions?

			Marc, KB0JPQ


From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 18:36:06 1994
Message-Id: <9409141724.AA01622@odie>
From: Kevin Smith <ksmith@synoptics.com>
Subject: Cleaning Difficult Radio Chassis

Hello Everyone,

I am restoring a 1930's era radio receiver, and while not strictly speaking
a boatanchor, it is hollowstate and shares some of the same features, so I am
hoping you all will bear with me.  I would be very much interested in hearing
your cleaning recommendations where the top portion of the chassis shows
considerable dust and grime plus spots of what appear to be rust, pitting, and 
corrosion.  The bottom of the chassis is in good shape as are the components.

What I have done so far:
(1) Brushed/vacuumed obvious dirt, cobwebs etc. away.
(2) Gone over the unit with clean rag soaked in Tirpolene.
(3) Tried variously: sandpaper w/ and w/o solvent, 0000 steel wool, and 
moto tool w/ wire brush on rusty/corroded areas.  Unfortunately, the cleaner 
I get something the more it looks like I am scoring the metal.
(4) Hobby metal poilsh - best approach so far  

I would like to get the chassis restored to something like when it was new 
without making it look excessively worked over.  I have considered "dunking" 
or spraying it in a solvent or flux remover tank but I am worried about 
ruining parts such as the mains transformer and/or the nameplate labeling.  
I have taken off all the easily removable items but some pieces
are riveted to the chassis which makes cleaning a bit more difficult in these
areas.

Thanks in advance for any suggestions.

Cheers,
Kevin
email: ksmith@synoptics.com


From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 08:00:53 1994
From: Charles Sullivan <dorje@ios.com>
Subject: Collins KW-1 for sale
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9409140709.A3882-0100000@ios.com>


Collins KW-1 : I am looking for a good home for my Collins KW-1 serial #82.
Please respond to this address or to wizard@celestat.com . Serious inquiries 
will be considered. Thanx


From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 10:48:16 1994
From: KANAMAA%AMGATE%MATRXA@randb.abbott.com
Subject: Drake/transverter interface
Message-Id: <01HH3G8O4ODEDO4FTX@RANDB.PPRD.Abbott.Com>

>From: Kana, Michael (D9CY)
Date: Wed, Sep 14, 1994 8:17 AM
Subject: Drake/transverter interface
To: boatanchors
Howdy all

I have a question regarding the Drake T4/R4 and the TR4 sets.  I 
understand that they could be interfaced to 2meter transverters.
I was wondering if this feature was on the TR4.  In the Collins
S Line, the transmitter had a pair of phono jacks in the back that
had a shorting wire across them.  Removing this wire would disable
the PA and would allow a transverter to be hooked up.  I wonder if 
this was the case with the Drake sets as well.  I also wonder what
the reduced output would be.   Transverters that use a
solid state mixer require 0dbm in (1mw).  I would suspect that
transverters that had a tube mixer were more robust and would
require more drive.  Any info would be appreciated!

73's de AA9IL
Mike Kana


From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 08:39:00 1994
Message-Id: <199409141106.AA22689@apollo179>
From: Raymond Sumperl <Raymond.P.Sumperl.1@ksc.nasa.gov>
Subject: Gaithersburg

Greetings all,
  On Oct 5th and 6th I'll be in Gaithersburg. Is there any boatanchor places
to visit or any hamfests on that weekend in the area?




                                                Ray

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 19:10:19 1994
Message-Id: <199409141743.NAA14107@bunny.gte.com>
From: okas_rp%ncsd.dnet@gte.com
Subject: HQ-110: The saga continues...

Hello All,

I did some more digging around the HQ-110 last night. I remembered that
I have some of this stuff called "GOOP" that I thinkI can use to repair/
reconstruct the transformer base with. I also removed and disassembled
the other transformer and discovered that it is identical to the damaged
one. I traced out the schematic of the transformer interconnections and
realized that I had seen this before. I dug out the manual for my HQ-170
and saw that its schematic was identical to the one I had drawn. So, at
least I know what I have. It's a rather unique circuit.

In conventional AM/FM receivers, the 10.7 MHz and 455 KHz IFs share the
same active devices (tubes or transistors). The IF xfmrs are wired in
series in both the both the primary and secondary sides. The original
HQ-110 schematic had this configuration. Later models used slightly
different transformers. Each IF can contains one coil for 455 KHz and
another for 3035 KHZ. In between these two is a tertiary winding, a
3-4 turn link. The two main windings are wired in series in between the
6BE6 plate and the B+ supply. A switch deck, which is part of the band
selector, shorts either the hi or lo IF coil, depending on whether the
receiver is operating in single or dual-conversion mode.

The link on the first transformer is coupled to the link on the second.
The hi IF coil is coupled to the grid of the second 6BE6. The lo IF goes
to the xtal in the second mixer. The original schematic indicated that
the frequency was 3.49 MHz, but my particular unit uses 2.580 MHz, which
is identical to the HQ-170 configuration.

So, there you have it, another mystery solved! My 110's serial # is in the
7600's, so owners with at least that number should consider if their
documentation accurately reflects the circuitry.

73,
Bob - N3MBY


From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 16:39:24 1994
From: "Kearman, Jim,  KR1S" <jkearman@arrl.org>
Subject: Please Unsubscribe Again
Message-Id: <2E772856@arrl.org>



A disk error wiped out the file in which I was keeping the list of people
who wanted to unsubscribe.

Please send me email with your email address in the text, as:

UNSUBSCRIBE BOATANCHOR [email.address]

I'm not reading these, so if you have traffic, send a separate email. I'll
acknowledge them.

Sorry about the problem. I have received 13 requests to unsubscribe so far.

73

Jim
jkearman@arrl.org

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 18:20:48 1994
Message-Id: <9409141740.AA21708@gvgadg.gvg.tek.com>
Subject: Re: Please Unsubscribe Again 
From: Grover Cleveland <groverc@gvgadg.gvg.TEK.COM>

UNSUBSCRIBE BOATANCHORS groverc@gvgadg.gvg.tek.com

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 18:42:47 1994
Message-Id: <9409141746.AA21747@gvgadg.gvg.tek.com>
Subject: Re: Please Unsubscribe Again 
From: Grover Cleveland <groverc@gvgadg.gvg.TEK.COM>

UNSUBSCRIBE BOATANCHORS groverc@gvgadg.gvg.tek.com

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 22:00:29 1994
From: post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
Message-Id: <0098477F.AEA223E0.105@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu>
Subject: Re:Heath PS-4 Power Supply


                   Ohio University Electronic Communication


   Date:  14-Sep-1994 05:33pm EST

     To:  Remote Addressee                     ( _MX%"Boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu" )

   From:  Richard Post                               Dept:  Instructional Media Services
          POST                                     Tel No:  

Subject:  Re:Heath PS-4 Power Supply


Jim Kearman and other "frozen, flame-free, fire-bottle fellows of the BA"

>Be on the lookout for one of these, but try to check it out, first.
>It uses unusual tubes in the regulator (dunno the number offhand) that are
>somewhat hard to find. Sorry, I don't have a schematic (can anyone help?).

I agree with Jim.  Have used the PS-4 for waking up a long dormant
BC-312 without power supply.  It's also great for repairing Zenith
Transoceanics and similar "3 way" battery sets.  You can keep an eye
on the milliammeter while slowly increasing voltage.  Also good for
forming electrolytics.
Built a little outboard adapter with full wave diode set, electrolytic
and 5 volt regulator on heatsink feeding off the 6.3 VAC giving me
everything needed for 1920's battery sets.

Also have a Heath IP-32 which is nearly the same except for
cosmetics.  I do not have a schematic for either one.
I do have the schematic/ manual for the PS3, similar but not the same.
As I recall, the PS-4 uses two power transformers, one for filament and one for
high voltage.  The standby mode kicks on the AC to the filament side.
The next position kicks on AC to the high voltage transformer.  The
negative supply from the 6X4 plate feeds the lower end of the 6BH6
control tube (stabilized by the 2 regulator tubes in series), enabling
the B+ to be controlled to zero.  There are two adjustments inside,
one sets the zero point, the other the highest voltage point.  The
pair of electrolytics on the (solid state diode) positive supply side
are connected minus to plus but also to the high volt transformer,
therefore I *assume* voltage doubler.  I would meter those two
carefully when slowly bringing this unit up with a variac.   The PS-3
also uses the two electrolytics in series for the positive side but
not as a voltage doubler.  (If one of those doesn't form as quickly as
the other....!)

For homebrewers the 9-61 QST (page 38) and 12-65 QST (page 42) have
similar supplies but can not go to zero volts.  I xeroxed those to
enable me to better understand the Heath circuits. 

Both my PS-4 and IP-32 have a bad habit of momentarily increasing
voltage when switched back to standby with a light or no load.  I
usually remove a light load at the zero voltage point before switching
back to standby.  Have oocasionally used a 250 volt 4 watt night light
across B+ as a continuing load to eliminate this "kick back" effect
with light loads.  Its also nice in series to protect against sudden
shorts or surges.  I suppose bleeder resistors across the
electrolytics would work as well. Anybody else experience or fix this 
problem?

73 de Rich KB8TAD
post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu



Received:  14-Sep-1994 05:36pm

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 17:19:47 1994
From: "Kenan, Larry" <larryk@frick.sandiegoca.NCR.COM>
Message-Id: <9408147795.AA779559493@frick.sandiegoca.ncr.com>
Subject: Re[2]: Matchbox colours



My 275W Matchbox is just the Maroon and Grey - no Black on the sides.

Is it my imagination? - The Grey paint seems to have just a bit of the Maroon 
added to it. When I was mixing up some Grey to touchup some serious paint 
damage, I found that I couldn't quite match it with just mixtures of Black or 
White added to a Grey that wasn't too far off to start with.



Larry Kenan - KD6CKR

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 17:53:30 1994
From: "Kenan, Larry" <larryk@frick.sandiegoca.NCR.COM>
Message-Id: <9408147795.AA779559493@frick.sandiegoca.ncr.com>
Subject: Re[2]: Matchbox colours



My 275W Matchbox is just the Maroon and Grey - no Black on the sides.

Is it my imagination? - The Grey paint seems to have just a bit of the Maroon 
added to it. When I was mixing up some Grey to touchup some serious paint 
damage, I found that I couldn't quite match it with just mixtures of Black or 
White added to a Grey that wasn't too far off to start with.



Larry Kenan - KD6CKR

From ab4el.com Thu Sep 15 00:15:08 1994
Message-Id: <63400@w5ddl.aara.org>
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org
Subject: Sale on Jane's Books

I am a collector, not a dealer, or a book vendor  :-)

I don't have any books for sale, but these folks do:

Ths Scholar's Bookshelf
110 Melrich Road
Cranbury, NJ 08512    No phone listed

Jane's Military Communications Handbook, 1991-1992 reg $210, sale $59.50
Jane's Security and CO-IN Equipment, 1991-1992, reg $135, sale $49.95 (soft)

They also have Jane's on artillery and weapons, but not a whole lot of use
for that stuff here in Lafayette (as there might be in LA. .just kidding).

I have two copies of different years of the mil-comm book, and is the
premier reference on BA's that may be coming down the pike in future
years.  It lists much of the worldwide mil stuff in use.

Bonne Chance
DE tom N5OFF

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 19:34:00 1994
Message-Id: <hn49+a1oRia@pgegate.comp.pge.com>
From: HAK1%IC%DCPP@bangate.pge.com
Subject: Swapmeets/Hamfests

Isn't it about time that someone put together a list of the decent BA related 
swapmeets and hamfests ?  

A schedule of when and where would be worth the effort.  Dayton would be the 
king but there are many others.  A well organized schedule would allow some 
future planning for those of us that are addicted !


                                                Howard  AD6Y
                                                hak1@pge.com



From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 14:26:58 1994
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net>
Message-Id: <199409141331.AA09501@shore.shore.net>
Message-Id: <9409141402.AA22947@hpislwes.lvld.hp.com>
Subject: Re: Top Band query 

censun1!gc@uunet.uu.net (Gary Chatters) asks:
>During the discussion the specifications of the EFJ Matchbox I was reminded
>of the lack of 160m coverage on a lot of equipment of the 50's and 60's.
>I am only vaguely aware of the history of this band and would appreciate
>it if someone could fill in the details.
>

Without my mid-60's License Manual in hand, I'll try to shed some light on the
subject from memory.  As you mentioned, the old loran system had priority on
the band.  It was a very obnoxious sound to put up with and the signals were
*very* strong.  Also, the band was divided up into segments (25 or 50khz if
memory serves) and states were authorized operation by segment.  Some segments
were not authorized for use at all in some states near the coast since, at
that time, loran was used primarily for marine navigation.  Further, almost
all band segments in all parts of the country were restricted to something
like 100 watts or less at night.  Many of the inland states could use up to a
kw during the day.  I think every state could use at least a part of the band
at night, but in the coastal states, that may have been only 25 or 50khz at
the top and bottom.  The license manual always included a big matrix to define
which states could use which segments when and with how much power.

That type of loran was decommissioned (in the 70's?)  when the new loran
system was put in place on 100khz.  When that happened, the restrictions were
lifted and we now have a very usable band.

My guess is that market pressures were not strong enough for a manufacturer to
add the cost to his equipment for such a relatively unused band.  Of course,
there were quite a number of folks on 160 at the time, but you really had to
work at it.  Those were also the days of AM and a 100 watt AM signal on 160 in
the middle of the summer just didn't cut it.  Low power CW isn't much better on
the ears with all the static crashes.

Johnson included 160 on some of their equipment, like the Ranger, and the
Hammarlund HQ110 and 170 recievers included the band, so there was at least a
little commercial gear available.  My first (relatively unsuccessful) attempt
at 160 was with a Collins TCS set I traded for in the late 60's.  Those
memories really make me appreciate the FT...  well, let's just say things are
easier now.  ;-)

Perhaps someone on the net who used 160 in the 50's and 60's can offer some
other insights.

Bill

Bill Standerfer                        *        Hewlett-Packard Company
CFI-A, IA, ME                          *        VXI Systems Division
bills@lvld.hp.com                      *        Loveland, CO  80539 
Baron N222AB - KF0DJ - Pikes Peak 253  *        303-679-2378

From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 18:48:49 1994
From: Hugh D. Stegman <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us>
Message-Id: <9409141751.AA09983@red-eft.la.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Top Band query


>The band was shared with LORAN-A which had priority.  [...]

That's pretty much it.  From what I've read, not having been born yet, hams
lost the band to LORAN during WW II, and then it was given back in little dabs.
My 1964 ARRL Handbook shows it divided into 4 sections, with 26 different
sets of rules depending on station location.  A lot of places only allowed 25
watts *input* at night.  That isn't going to do much in summer on 2 kHz :-).

There wasn't a lot of incentive to build commercial gear for it.

Hugh NV6H
"Let's see, are we north or south of 42 degrees...  ?"


From ab4el.com Wed Sep 14 11:35:58 1994
From: "Kearman, Jim,  KR1S" <jkearman@arrl.org>
Subject: Want to Unsubscribe?
Message-Id: <2E76F699@arrl.org>


IF YOU UNSUBSCRIBED ON SEPT 12 OR 13, PLEASE UNSUBSCRIBE AGAIN, AS I 
ACCIDENTALLY DELETED THE LIST.

I finally heard from Paul Prescott, who is alive and well. There is a
possibility he may be able to do limited maintenance on this mailing list
soon.

Here's the deal: If you want to unsubscribe, send me email with a text that
says

UNSUBSCRIBE BOATANCHORS [email.address]

If you don't include your email address in the message, I won't be able to
determine it and you won't get unsubscribed.

Put nothing else in the text. I'll save these messages and forward them to
Paul. If you unsubscribe, you're history until Paul can resume daily
maintenance of the list again (see below).

It will not be possible for Paul to add new subscribers at this time.

Paul hopes to return to Texas in late October, at which time he'll be
maintaining the list as before. He apologized for the departure of the guy
who said he'd keep an eye on it in his absence.

Paul liked the idea of a temporary "list of the list" to accommodate those
who wish to join. That should hold us until his return.

I don't know  exactly when the unsubscribing will commence; that's up to
Paul, but figure sometime in the next week or two. I'll post this message
for a couple of days, and turn over the list of those who want out to Paul
later in the week.

Sorry, I can't answer any further questions, etc.

73

Jim Kearman, KR1S
jkearman@arrl.org

